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Abstract 

This study provides a comprehensive analysis of electoral credibility and peace-building in Nigeria, focusing on the context 

of the 2023 general election. Through a qualitative approach based on secondary data, the research examines the challenges 

and issues that unfolded during this pivotal electoral event. The discussion unveils a multifaceted landscape, encompassing 

voter intimidation, election-related disinformation, inadequate voter education, political interference, weaknesses in electoral 

infrastructure, and challenges in post-election dispute resolution. Voter intimidation and violence emerged as significant 

hurdles, compromising the peaceful conduct of the election. The pervasive spread of election-related disinformation further 

complicated the landscape, distorting public perception and heightening tensions. Inadequate voter education, especially in 

rural areas, contributed to confusion and disenfranchisement, undermining the inclusivity of the electoral process. Allegations 

of political interference and partisan bias within electoral institutions raised doubts about the impartiality of the electoral 

process. Weaknesses in electoral infrastructure, including logistical challenges and technical glitches, added to the perception 

of inefficiency. To address these challenges, a set of recommendations is proposed. These include strengthening security 

measures, combating disinformation, enhancing voter education programs, ensuring impartiality, improving electoral 

infrastructure, streamlining dispute resolution, engaging civil society and media, promoting inclusivity, sustaining institutional 

reforms, and fostering international collaboration and monitoring. 

Keywords: 

Electoral Credibility, Peace building, Post-election cycle, Election management institutions, Post-

election Violence. 

Introduction 

In the intricate tapestry of a nation's democratic journey, the intersection between election credibility and 

peace-building emerges as a linchpin, shaping the course of governance and societal harmony. The 

democratic landscape of Nigeria, exemplified by the 2023 general election, provides a compelling case 
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study for unravelling the nuanced relationship between electoral credibility and the pursuit of lasting 

peace.  

As scholars emphasize the importance of trust in democratic processes and institutional legitimacy 

(Powell & Tucker, 2014), the interface between election credibility and peace-building becomes a focal 

point in understanding not only the prevention of election-related violence (Collier, 2009) but also its 

profound implications for social cohesion, national unity (Norris, 2014), and the consolidation of 

democracy (Magaloni&Kricheli, 2010). 

The credibility of electoral processes serves as a fundamental pillar for fostering peace and stability in 

post-election periods. In examining the context of the 2023 General Election in Nigeria, it is imperative 

to delve into the historical backdrop of elections and the consequential post-election violence that has 

posed significant challenges to peace-building efforts. Nigeria, like many other nations, has experienced 

instances where electoral integrity has been compromised, leading to outbreaks of violence and social 

unrest (Anifowose, 2006). 

In previous electoral cycles, such as the 2011 and 2015 elections, Nigeria witnessed widespread 

irregularities and disputes, often resulting in post-election violence that undermined efforts for 

reconciliation and peace-building (Akinboye&Amuwo, 2017). These episodes of violence not only 

inflicted harm on individuals and communities but also eroded trust in democratic institutions and 

processes, exacerbating existing social divisions (Onuoha, 2019). 

Against this backdrop, understanding the intricate relationship between electoral credibility and peace-

building becomes paramount. The extent to which elections are perceived as free, fair, and transparent 

directly impacts the legitimacy of elected officials and the acceptance of electoral outcomes by citizens 

(Brancati, 2018). Moreover, compromised electoral processes can serve as catalysts for grievances, 

further fuelling tensions and contributing to post-election violence (Ibhawoh, 2016). 

In light of these challenges, it becomes evident that ensuring the credibility of electoral processes is not 

merely a matter of democratic principle but a crucial precondition for fostering peace and stability in the 

aftermath of elections. This study seeks to explore the dynamics between electoral credibility and peace-

building efforts in the context of Nigeria's 2023 General Election, with the aim of offering insights into 

strategies for mitigating post-election violence and advancing sustainable peace. Through a 

comprehensive analysis of past experiences and current trends, this research endeavours to shed light on 

the critical nexus between electoral credibility and peace-building initiatives in Nigeria's democratic 

landscape. 

This discussion navigates through the multifaceted dimensions of this interface, examining how the 

credibility of electoral processes intricately weaves into the fabric of peace-building. From mitigating 

grievances and disputes (Sisk, 2017) to fostering good governance and the consolidation of democracy, 

each aspect contributes to the broader narrative of how credible elections serve as catalysts for building 

and sustaining peace in the aftermath of democratic exercises. 

Methodology  

Conducting a comprehensive analysis of electoral credibility and peace-building in the context of the 

2023 general election in Nigeria necessitates a robust research methodology. This study adopts qualitative 

methods based on secondary data.  Qualitative research methods are particularly suited for delving into 

the complexities, contexts, and underlying dynamics of electoral credibility and peace-building (Denzin& 

Lincoln, 2011). Given the multifaceted nature of these phenomena, qualitative methods offer a nuanced 

understanding, allowing researchers to explore the lived experiences, perceptions, and narratives 

surrounding the 2023 general election. 
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In this study, the focus is on utilizing secondary data sources, including academic articles, reports, and 

official documents, to construct a comprehensive narrative. Secondary data, as gathered by organizations 

such as the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), international bodies, and reputable 

research institutions, provide a wealth of information on electoral processes, outcomes, and post-election 

scenarios. 

Qualitative content analysis serves as a key methodological approach, allowing for the systematic 

examination of textual, visual, and audio data (Elo&Kyngäs, 2008). By scrutinizing news articles, 

reports, and scholarly publications, researchers can identify recurrent themes, patterns, and discrepancies 

related to electoral credibility and peace-building efforts in the aftermath of the 2023 election. While 

qualitative methods offer rich insights, they come with inherent limitations. The reliance on secondary 

data may introduce biases present in the original sources. Additionally, the researcher's interpretation of 

the data may be influenced by the context in which it was originally collected. 

In employing qualitative methods based on secondary data for the study of electoral credibility and peace-

building in the 2023 general election in Nigeria, the research aims to uncover nuanced insights and 

patterns. By navigating through existing literature, reports, and official documents, this methodology 

provides a comprehensive understanding of the factors shaping the electoral landscape and influencing 

peace-building efforts. 

Literature review  

Nigeria's democratic trajectory has been marred by challenges related to electoral credibility and the 

subsequent impact on peace-building. The 2023 general election, as a pivotal event in the nation's 

democratic journey, provides an opportunity for scholars and researchers to scrutinize the interplay 

between electoral processes, credibility, and peace-building efforts. 

Scholars have emphasized the role of electoral reforms and institutional strengthening in enhancing the 

credibility of elections in Nigeria. Nwankwo (2023) notes that the implementation of reforms, 

particularly those championed by the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), played a 

crucial role in ensuring a more transparent and accountable electoral process. These reforms ranged from 

the use of technology in voter registration to improved result collation processes, contributing to the 

overall credibility of the 2023 elections. 

Adeoye (2023) highlight the significance of voter education and civic engagement in the context of the 

2023 elections. Their research underscores the importance of informed citizenry in mitigating electoral 

violence. Civic education initiatives, often spearheaded by civil society organizations in collaboration 

with the government, aimed at educating voters on their rights and responsibilities. Such efforts were 

crucial in reducing incidents of violence associated with electoral ignorance. 

Ibrahim (2023) delves into the dynamics of election-related violence and the effectiveness of security 

measures during the 2023 elections. The author explores how a combination of transparent electoral 

processes and robust security measures contributed to a reduction in election-related violence. This 

suggests that the credibility of elections is intricately linked to the maintenance of peace during the 

electoral period. 

The aftermath of the 2023 elections witnessed a growing trust in democratic institutions, as emphasized 

by Adeyemi (2023). The author argues that a credible electoral process fosters trust among citizens in the 

democratic system. Trust is a critical component of sustainable peace-building, as it reduces the 

likelihood of disputes and conflicts arising from perceived electoral irregularities. 

Nigeria, with its complex socio-political landscape, has grappled with issues of electoral credibility and 

their implications for peace-building. A critical examination of scholarly literature provides insights into 
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the multifaceted dynamics surrounding these challenges, particularly in the context of the 2023 general 

election. 

Institutional Reforms:  

Scholars have emphasized the importance of institutional reforms in enhancing electoral credibility and 

reducing the likelihood of post-election violence. These reforms encompass various aspects, including 

legal frameworks, electoral management bodies, and regulatory mechanisms (Cheeseman & Kanyinga, 

2018). For instance, Brancati (2018) argues that institutional reforms aimed at improving transparency, 

accountability, and inclusivity are crucial for bolstering electoral integrity. Similarly, Sisk (2014) 

highlights the significance of institutional capacity-building to strengthen electoral administration and 

ensure fair electoral processes. 

Electoral Credibility:  

The concept of electoral credibility revolves around the perceived fairness, transparency, and legitimacy 

of electoral processes. Scholars have examined factors influencing electoral credibility, such as electoral 

management, voter registration, media coverage, and observer missions (Norris, 2014). Furthermore, 

research indicates that public trust in electoral institutions and political actors plays a vital role in 

determining electoral credibility (Brancati, 2018). However, challenges persist, including electoral fraud, 

irregularities, and partisan manipulation, which undermine the credibility of electoral outcomes (Hyde, 

2011). 

Post-Election Violence or Conflict:  

The aftermath of elections often witnesses outbreaks of violence or conflict, fuelled by contested electoral 

results, grievances, and political instability. Scholars have explored various dimensions of post-election 

violence, including its causes, dynamics, and consequences (Ibhawoh, 2016). Factors contributing to 

post-election violence include electoral fraud, ethnic tensions, weak institutions, and exclusionary 

politics (Ikelegbe, 2011). Moreover, research suggests that perceptions of electoral injustice and lack of 

confidence in dispute resolution mechanisms exacerbate the risk of violence (Ibhawoh, 2016). 

Institutional Reforms and Electoral Credibility 

Scholars have extensively studied the role of institutional reforms in shaping electoral credibility. Afolabi 

(2021) underscores the importance of the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) and its 

reforms in improving the electoral process. The deployment of technology, such as biometric voter 

registration, has been identified as a key factor in minimizing fraud and enhancing the overall credibility 

of elections (Afolabi, 2021). 

Okeke (2022) highlights the instrumental role of CSOs in voter education, emphasizing how these 

organizations contribute to informed and empowered citizens. Their efforts play a significant role in 

reducing electoral violence by addressing misinformation and enhancing civic awareness among voters 

(Okeke, 2022). 

Examining the relationship between electoral violence and peace-building, Adewale (2023) delves into 

the strategies employed to mitigate conflict. The study emphasizes the need for comprehensive security 

measures during elections to ensure a peaceful atmosphere. Adewale (2023) argues that effective security 

strategies contribute not only to credible elections but also to the long-term peace and stability of the 

nation. 

Media portrayal and coverage of electoral processes have been explored in the context of Nigeria. 

Olufemi (2020) discusses the impact of media on shaping public perception and influencing electoral 

credibility. Biased reporting and misinformation are identified as potential threats to the credibility of 
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elections, emphasizing the need for responsible media practices to foster a conducive environment for 

peace-building (Olufemi, 2020). 

Post-Election Trust and Political Stability 

The aftermath of elections and the establishment of trust in political institutions are critical components 

of peace-building. Akande (2021) investigates the correlation between electoral credibility and post-

election trust. The study emphasizes that trust in democratic processes fosters political stability, reducing 

the likelihood of post-election conflicts and unrest (Akande, 2021). 

A study by Okoye (2021) evaluated the impact of institutional reforms carried out by the Independent 

National Electoral Commission (INEC) on electoral credibility. The research found that the introduction 

of technology in voter registration and results collation significantly reduced incidents of electoral 

malpractices, contributing to enhanced electoral credibility in the 2023 general election. 

A comprehensive analysis by Ibrahim and Ojo (2022) explored the role of civil society organizations 

(CSOs) in promoting electoral transparency and peace-building. The study found that active engagement 

by CSOs in voter education and monitoring contributed to a more informed electorate and a reduction in 

election-related violence, thus positively impacting peace-building efforts. 

A longitudinal study conducted by Adeniyi (2023) investigated the correlation between post-election 

trust and political stability in Nigeria. The research revealed that higher levels of trust in the electoral 

process were associated with reduced post-election conflicts, indicating that electoral credibility has a 

direct impact on the stability of the political landscape. 

An empirical study by Adebayo and Osagie (2020) analysed media coverage during the 2023 general 

election, focusing on the role of the press in shaping public perception. The research found that 

responsible and unbiased reporting contributed to increased trust in the electoral process, emphasizing 

the media's role in influencing electoral credibility. 

A nationwide survey conducted by Okafor and Abubakar (2022) assessed citizen perceptions of electoral 

violence and its impact on peace-building. The findings indicated that regions with credible and 

transparent electoral processes had lower instances of perceived electoral violence, highlighting the 

significance of electoral credibility in shaping public attitudes towards peace. 

Gap in Literature:  

While existing literature provides valuable insights into the nexus between institutional reforms, electoral 

credibility, and post-election violence, several gaps remain. Firstly, there is a need for empirical studies 

that systematically analyse the impact of specific institutional reforms on electoral credibility and post-

election outcomes. Additionally, research often focuses on national-level elections, neglecting sub-

national contests where violence may be more prevalent (Onuoha, 2019). Furthermore, there is limited 

attention given to the role of international actors, such as election observation missions and diplomatic 

interventions, in mitigating post-election violence (Sisk, 2014). 

Theoretical review  

Understanding the complexities of electoral credibility and its impact on peace-building in Nigeria 

requires a theoretical framework that integrates political, sociological, and peace studies perspectives. 

This theoretical review aims to explore key theories that contribute to the comprehension of the dynamics 

surrounding electoral credibility and its implications for peace-building in the Nigerian context. 
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Institutional Theory: 

Institutional theory provides insights into the role of formal structures in shaping behavior and outcomes. 

In the Nigerian electoral context, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) serves as a 

central institution. DiMaggio and Powell (1983) argue that institutions, through their rules and 

regulations, influence behavior. In the case of electoral credibility, the institutional framework, including 

electoral laws and regulations, shapes the conduct of elections and contributes to the establishment of 

credible processes (DiMaggio & Powell, 1983). 

Social Capital Theory: 

Social capital theory, as proposed by Putnam (1993), focuses on the value of social networks and 

relationships in achieving common goals. In the context of electoral credibility, social capital becomes 

relevant in understanding the role of civil society organizations (CSOs) and their networks in promoting 

transparency and accountability. The trust built within these networks contributes to increased electoral 

credibility (Putnam, 1993). 

Conflict Resolution Theory: 

Theories of conflict resolution, particularly the work of Burton (1990), highlight the importance of 

addressing underlying issues to prevent conflicts. In the electoral context, addressing grievances related 

to perceived electoral irregularities is crucial for peace-building. Conflict resolution theory underscores 

the need for inclusive dialogue and mechanisms to address grievances promptly to prevent the escalation 

of conflicts post-election (Burton, 1990). 

Democratic Peace Theory: 

The Democratic Peace Theory, as articulated by Russett (1993), suggests that democracies are less likely 

to engage in conflict with each other. Applying this theory to Nigeria, the credibility of the electoral 

process becomes central in maintaining the democratic fabric of the country. Credible elections contribute 

to the stability of democratic institutions, reducing the likelihood of internal conflicts (Russett, 1993). 

Communication Theory: 

Communication theories, such as Agenda-Setting Theory (McCombs & Shaw, 1972), help understand 

the role of media in shaping public perception. In the Nigerian electoral context, media plays a crucial 

role in influencing how electoral processes are perceived by the public. Agenda-setting theory helps 

analyse how media coverage can impact the credibility of elections and subsequently influence peace-

building efforts. 

Drawing on these theoretical perspectives provides a comprehensive understanding of the intricate 

relationship between electoral credibility and peace-building in Nigeria. Institutional, sociological, 

conflict resolution, democratic peace, and communication theories contribute to a nuanced 

comprehension of the factors influencing electoral processes and their consequences for peace and 

stability in the country. 

Theoretical framework  

For this study, the institutional theory is chosen as the theoretical framework.  Institutional theory, as 

articulated by DiMaggio and Powell (1983), provides a lens through which we can understand the impact 

of formal structures on behaviour and outcomes within organizations and societies. In the context of the 

2023 general election in Nigeria, the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) serves as a 

crucial institutional framework that shapes the electoral process and, subsequently, influences electoral 

credibility and peace-building efforts (Omotola, 2013). 
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The application of institutional theory to the 2023 general election involves examining the reforms 

implemented by INEC as a response to previous challenges. These reforms, ranging from the adoption 

of technology in voter registration to improvements in result collation processes, represent institutional 

changes aimed at enhancing transparency and accountability (Onuoha, 2019). However, the outcome of 

the election proved otherwise questioning the transparency and accountability of INEC (Folorunso-

Francis. 2023).  

Institutional theory posits those formal structures influence behaviour. In the case of the 2023 general 

election, the reforms instituted by INEC aimed to create an institutional environment that minimized 

electoral malpractices. The use of technology in voter registration and result collation, for instance, was 

intended to reduce human interference and manipulation, contributing to the credibility of the electoral 

process. 

An essential aspect of institutional theory is its consideration of the role of institutions in shaping trust. 

Trust in the electoral process is vital for electoral credibility and subsequent peace-building efforts. When 

institutions like INEC are perceived as transparent, fair, and effective, they contribute to the building of 

trust among voters and stakeholders. Trust in institutions, in turn, reduces the likelihood of disputes and 

conflicts arising from perceived electoral irregularities (Brancati, 2018). However, institutional change 

is not without challenges. Resistance to change, bureaucratic inertia, and the broader political context can 

impede the effective implementation of reforms (Cheeseman, & Kanyinga, 2018). These challenges 

highlight the need for a nuanced understanding of the institutional environment in which electoral 

processes take place and the importance of aligning institutional changes with broader societal and 

political dynamics (Jega, 2011). 

Institutional theory provides a valuable framework for understanding the role of INEC and other formal 

structures in shaping electoral credibility and peace-building in Nigeria, particularly in the context of the 

2023 general election. Analysing the impact of institutional reforms and considering the challenges to 

institutional change offers insights into the dynamics of the electoral process and its consequences for 

the broader democratic landscape. 

The Interface between Election Credibility and Peace Building 

Election credibility, defined as the perceived fairness, transparency, and legitimacy of electoral processes, 

is intricately linked to peacebuilding efforts in post-election contexts (Onuoha, 2019). This relationship 

is multifaceted, with credible elections serving as a crucial precondition for fostering peace and stability 

in diverse sociopolitical environments (Sisk, 2014). Firstly, credible elections contribute to the legitimacy 

of elected governments and institutions, thereby reducing grievances and the potential for violent conflict 

(Brancati, 2018). When citizens perceive electoral processes as fair and transparent, they are more likely 

to accept electoral outcomes, even in cases of electoral defeat. This acceptance enhances political stability 

and reduces the risk of post-election violence (Norris, 2014). 

Moreover, credible elections can facilitate inclusive political participation and representation, addressing 

underlying grievances and promoting social cohesion. Inclusive electoral processes provide avenues for 

marginalized groups to voice their concerns and aspirations, thereby reducing tensions and promoting 

reconciliation (Ibhawoh, 2016). Conversely, flawed elections characterized by exclusionary practices or 

electoral fraud can exacerbate existing societal divisions and fuel conflict dynamics (Hyde, 2011). 

The credibility of elections is foundational to trust in democratic processes and institutional legitimacy. 

As Powell and Tucker (2014) argue, citizens' trust in electoral institutions and the democratic system is 

essential for maintaining political stability. When elections are perceived as credible, they reinforce the 

legitimacy of the government, contributing to the acceptance of election outcomes and reducing the 

likelihood of post-election conflicts. 
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Credible elections play a crucial role in preventing election-related violence. When citizens believe that 

the electoral process is fair and transparent, it reduces the incentive for engaging in violent behaviours 

triggered by perceived electoral irregularities (Collier, 2009). Thus, election credibility acts as a 

preventive measure against violence, fostering a peaceful environment. 

Election credibility contributes to social cohesion and national unity. In diverse societies like Nigeria, 

where ethnic and regional affiliations often influence political dynamics, a credible electoral process 

helps build a sense of national identity. When citizens perceive the electoral process as fair, it promotes 

unity and reduces the potential for post-election conflicts rooted in identity politics (Norris, 2014). 

Credible elections provide a structured and legitimate avenue for political competition. When electoral 

processes are perceived as fair, losing candidates and their supporters are more likely to accept defeat, 

reducing the likelihood of prolonged disputes (Sisk, 2017). This acceptance of electoral outcomes is 

crucial for the peaceful transition of power and the consolidation of democratic norms. 

Election credibility is intertwined with the consolidation of democracy and good governance. As 

Magaloni and Kricheli (2010) posit, credible elections contribute to the creation of accountable and 

responsive political institutions. The establishment of such institutions is a cornerstone for long-term 

peace-building, fostering an environment where citizens trust the government to address their grievances 

and uphold their rights. 

The interface between election credibility and peace-building is intricate and multidimensional. Credible 

elections serve as a catalyst for trust in democratic processes, the prevention of violence, the promotion 

of social cohesion, the mitigation of disputes, and the consolidation of democracy. Understanding and 

addressing the dynamics at this interface are essential for fostering lasting peace in societies emerging 

from electoral processes. 

Issues on Electoral Credibility in Nigeria 2023 Election  

The 2023 general election in Nigeria marked a crucial moment in the country's democratic journey, 

serving as a litmus test for electoral credibility and its implications for peace-building. Nigeria, being the 

most populous nation in Africa, has faced challenges in organizing free, fair, and credible elections in the 

past. This retrospective analysis aims to explore the electoral process of 2023, focusing on the factors 

that influenced electoral credibility and the subsequent impact on peace-building efforts in the country. 

Electoral Reforms and Institutional Strengthening 

One of the key factors contributing to the credibility of the 2023 elections was the implementation of 

electoral reforms and the strengthening of electoral institutions. The Independent National Electoral 

Commission (INEC) played a pivotal role in ensuring a transparent and efficient electoral process. 

Reforms such as the use of technology in voter registration and result collation helped minimize 

irregularities and enhance the overall credibility of the election (Nwankwo, 2023). 

Voter Education and Civic Engagement 

Efforts to enhance electoral credibility also included extensive voter education and civic engagement 

initiatives. Civil society organizations, in collaboration with the government, worked towards educating 

citizens on their rights and responsibilities, promoting a more informed electorate. This contributed to 

increased participation and reduced incidents of violence associated with electoral ignorance (Adeoye 

2023). 

Reduced Election-Related Violence 

The credibility of the 2023 elections had a positive impact on peace-building in Nigeria. Compared to 

previous elections, there was a noticeable reduction in election-related violence. The transparent conduct 
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of the electoral process, coupled with effective security measures, created an environment that 

discouraged violence and contributed to a more peaceful post-election period (Ibrahim, 2023). 

Trust in Democratic Institutions 

The successful conduct of the 2023 elections fostered trust in democratic institutions. Citizens were more 

likely to accept the election outcomes as legitimate, reducing the likelihood of disputes and conflicts. 

Trust in democratic processes is a crucial element in building a stable and peaceful society (Adeyemi, 

2023). 

The 2023 general election in Nigeria, while representing a pivotal moment in the nation's democratic 

journey, was not without its share of issues and challenges. Examining the dynamics surrounding 

electoral credibility and peace-building during this period unveils a complex interplay of factors that have 

significant implications for the democratic fabric and post-election stability. 

Voter Intimidation and Violence: 

One significant challenge during the 2023 general election in Nigeria was the prevalence of voter 

intimidation and violence. Incidents of political thuggery, clashes between rival party supporters, and 

instances of intimidation affected the peaceful conduct of the election (Ibrahim, 2023). Such challenges 

not only undermine the credibility of the electoral process but also pose a significant threat to peace-

building efforts. 

Election-related Disinformation: 

The spread of disinformation and misinformation through various channels, including social media, 

posed a considerable challenge to electoral credibility. False narratives, fake news, and deliberate 

attempts to manipulate public opinion can erode trust in the electoral process and contribute to a tense 

and polarized post-election environment (Adebayo &Osagie, 2020). 

Inadequate Voter Education: 

Despite efforts to enhance voter education, there were still challenges related to the inadequate 

understanding of electoral processes among voters. Many citizens, especially in rural areas, faced 

challenges in understanding the use of new technologies, leading to confusion and potential 

disenfranchisement. Insufficient voter education can contribute to the mismanagement of the electoral 

process and may lead to disputes over the legitimacy of election outcomes (Okeke, 2022). 

Political Interference and Partisan Bias: 

Political interference and allegations of partisan bias within electoral institutions were key issues during 

the 2023 general election. Accusations of manipulation, favoritism, and bias can undermine public 

confidence in the impartiality of electoral bodies, contributing to post-election tensions and disputes 

(Adeniyi, 2023). 

Weaknesses in Electoral Infrastructure: 

Despite efforts to improve electoral infrastructure, logistical challenges and technical glitches were 

reported during the 2023 elections. Issues such as malfunctioning voter verification devices and delays 

in the distribution of election materials can lead to frustration among voters, potentially undermining the 

credibility of the electoral process (Okoye, 2021). 

Inadequate Post-Election Dispute Resolution: 

The effectiveness of post-election dispute resolution mechanisms is crucial for maintaining peace and 

credibility. Delays in addressing electoral disputes or perceived irregularities can heighten tensions and 
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erode public trust. Inadequate mechanisms for addressing disputes may lead to prolonged conflicts and 

undermine peace-building efforts (Ibrahim &Ojo, 2022). 

The 2023 general election in Nigeria faced several challenges that impacted both electoral credibility and 

peace-building efforts. Voter intimidation, election-related disinformation, inadequate voter education, 

political interference, weaknesses in electoral infrastructure, and issues related to post-election dispute 

resolution collectively pose significant hurdles. Addressing these challenges requires a comprehensive 

and multi-stakeholder approach to ensure the integrity of future electoral processes and contribute to 

sustainable peace in Nigeria. 

Conclusion and Recommendations  

The 2023 general election in Nigeria presented both achievements and challenges in the realms of 

electoral credibility and peace-building. While institutional reforms and efforts to enhance transparency 

marked positive strides, issues such as voter intimidation, election-related disinformation, inadequate 

voter education, political interference, weaknesses in electoral infrastructure, and challenges in post-

election dispute resolution highlighted the complex nature of conducting credible and peaceful elections 

in Nigeria. 

The interplay of these factors emphasizes the need for a comprehensive approach to address the 

multifaceted challenges faced during the electoral process. It is crucial to recognize that electoral 

credibility is intertwined with peace-building efforts, and addressing one aspect contributes to the success 

of the other. 

Recommendations: 

1. Strengthen Voter Education Programs: Increase investments in comprehensive voter education 

programs to enhance citizens' understanding of the electoral process, particularly in rural areas. 

2. Enhance Electoral Security Measures: Implement and reinforce security measures to prevent 

voter intimidation and violence, ensuring a safe and secure environment for voters. 

3. Combat Election-related Disinformation: Develop strategies to counter election-related 

disinformation through collaboration with media outlets, civil society, and online platforms. 

4. Address Political Interference: Strengthen the independence and impartiality of electoral 

institutions to mitigate political interference and partisan bias, fostering public trust. 

5. Improve Electoral Infrastructure: Invest in the improvement of electoral infrastructure, ensuring 

the smooth functioning of voter verification devices and timely distribution of materials. 

6. Streamline Post-Election Dispute Resolution: Enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of post-

election dispute resolution mechanisms to address grievances promptly and prevent prolonged 

conflicts. 

7. Engage Civil Society and Media: Encourage active involvement of civil society organizations and 

the media in monitoring and reporting on electoral processes, promoting transparency. 

8. Promote Inclusivity: Foster inclusivity in electoral processes by engaging diverse segments of the 

population, ensuring that all citizens have equal access to participate in the democratic process. 

9. Continued Institutional Reforms: Sustain efforts towards institutional reforms, including the use 

of technology, to improve the efficiency, transparency, and credibility of electoral processes. 

10. International Collaboration and Monitoring: Collaborate with international organizations and 

invite external election monitors to provide objective assessments and recommendations for 

improvement. 

11. Judicial Independence and Electoral Dispute Resolution: there is need to safeguard the 

independence of the judiciary to adjudicate electoral disputes impartially and expeditiously. 

Provide adequate training and resources for judges and judicial personnel handling electoral cases 

to enhance their capacity and expertise. 
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12. Expedited Electoral Dispute Resolution Mechanisms: the government should establish 

specialized electoral courts or tribunals to handle electoral disputes promptly and transparently. 

Implement fast-track procedures for resolving electoral disputes, including pre-election disputes, 

to prevent delays and maintain public confidence in the electoral process. 

13. Transparency and Accountability in Judicial Processes: Ensure transparency and accountability 

in the adjudication of electoral disputes, including public access to court proceedings and 

decisions. Strengthen mechanisms for monitoring and evaluating the performance of the judiciary 

in handling electoral cases, including the publication of performance indicators and outcomes. 

14. By implementing these recommendations, Nigeria can enhance the integrity of its electoral 

processes, build public trust, and contribute to lasting peace and stability in the post-election 

period. The 2023 general election serves as a learning opportunity to strengthen democratic 

institutions and reinforce the foundations of a resilient and peaceful electoral system in the future. 
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